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The usual food given to the working animals by the
Ujaliparaj and a few of the Kaliparaj who possess the
first two grades of cattle can be seen at a glance from
the following description,
^                          Nature and description of
food given.
Winter and Summer.
Usually grass; frequently supplement-
ed by some substantial food like guar
seed. The latter is generally given from
December to April which is the season
of plying carts for hire. A part of the
earnings from carting is usually set
apart for purchasing guar seed, A few
farmers occasionally give toddy to their
cattle. Toddy has a cooling effect and
prevents cattle from suffering from foot-
disease or mouth-disease mostly due to
the scorching heat of the sun in summer.
Monsoon.                       Dry   grass   is   continued   till   July.
Though the ground is covered late in
June with green grass soon after a show-
er or two, these farmers do not allow
their cattle to graze this grass for, as
they say, it gives rise to diarrhoea.
From July to October the cattle are al-
lowed to graze in private compounds re-
served for them by their masters. They
are allowed to graze for the whole day.
At night they are brought home and
given green grass, cut by the farmer
from one of the corners of the field. In
some cases this is supplemented by
nagliflour mixed with gul and ghee.
This latter food is, however, usually given
when the bullocks are overworked e. g.
in transplantation of paddy or planting of